CASTE   AND   CUSTOMS
\pmense country like India, it will be a slow process—the
East moves proverbially slowly, largely because it is so big.
Meanwhile, there are millions of our fellow-men who are
• denied any change from the life of their fathers and cousins
and aunts, and for whom it is totally impossible to associate
with those " above " them in society, or to take a meal
in their houses with them. Often have I been at marriages
in''India where a certain section of the guests cannot eat
in the same room, or tent, with other sections. In some
of the wilder parts of Travancore I have seen a high-caste
man walking along the road with another man some fifty
yards in front of him to drive the outcastes off the road
before the great one comes along. Their presence within a
certain number of yards would contaminate Mm; if the
'shadow of one of them fell on his food, he would throw it
away as uneatable, and if one of them touched Mm, he
would have to spend a long time washing in a ceremonial
fasMon to get rid of the terrible stain of such a contact.
But-that sort of thing, though once common enough, is
getting rarer as time goes on, and in the same country of
Travancore it is a usual thing for Brahmin boys to sit
next to outcastes in many of the schools and colleges. In
Neyyoor Hospital I have often seen Brahmin patients in
the next bed to untouchables. A new day is dawning—•
woe to that day if it is heralded by a mere rationalistic
civilization and not by a real love of mankind.
Next to caste, the thing which is most striking to West-
erners is the Indian patience. Anyone who has travelled
in India has noticed the station platforms crowded with
people—whole families, camping-out, as it were, and wait-
ing for the train next day. If they miss the train, it
doesn't really matter—there will be another in twenty-
four hours. In a country where it is nearly always too
hot, and where it is certain to be fine at night, you might
as well live on a station platform as anywhere else. Be-
sides, there is notMng to do at home except to watch the
rice grow. Impatience is considered one of the worst of
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